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March 22, 2007

Mr, Steve Moyer
42 Hall Road
South Hero, Vermont 05486

Dear Mr, Moyer:

Senator Sanders has asked me to send yvou a copy of the letier we recently received from the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in response to the inquiry that we had made on
your behaif,

As you can see, Mr. Rodney Ross at the Center for Legislative Archives has responded to the
questions you hed raised regarding petitions submitied to Congress for an Article V convention. My,
Ross has informed our office that although NARA is the likely repository for this information, there is
no single storage facility or catcgory for such petitions. He has, however, provided websites regarding
the current, defined processing for archiving such documents. The enclosed letter is self-explanatory
and provides furiher details regarding this mateer.

in our initial conversation and in your ¢-mail cormespondence to our office, you also suggested
that we contact the Secretary of the Scnate about this matter as well, Per your request, our office called
the United States Senate Library, an office within the Secretary of the Senate which maintains a
collection of Senate documents. The reference librarian with whom we spoke indicated that the Senate
Library does not hold the requested petitions. She explained that NARA would be the office most able
to respond to your réquest,

Although we understand that the enclosed may not be the response vou had anticipated, we hope
that this information will be heipful. Please note that Mr. Ross has previded his phone number and has
indicated that he would be happy to speak with you if you have remaining questions or reed further
clarification regarding this issue.

Please let us know if you have questions or if Bernie may be of further assistance in the future.

Sincerely,
2 Y

Geoffrey T. Pippenger
Constituent Advocate

Enc.
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National Archives and Records Administration

200 Pertnsefvania Avenne, NW
Washingron, DC 20408-0001

Masch 12, 2007

The Hanorable Bernard Sanders
United States Senate

1 Chureh Strect, 2 Fioor
Burlington, VI 05400

Dcar Senator Sanders:

Thank vou for your inquiry of Febmary 28, 2007, on behalf of Mr, Steve Moyer, whe secks
information on petitions sent (o0 Congress sceking zmendments to the Constitution by the
convention pracess,

Of Mr, Moyor's three questions, the easiest to angwer in his third, Access to House and Senate
records at the National Archives is governed for the House by Rule VI and for the Senate by Senate
Resolution 474 {96™ Congress). These can be scen on the Center's web site at

htipzdiwww archives goviegislative/rescarch/louse-rule-viL htmi and

hitprd/www archives. gov/legislative/rescarchisenate-resilution-474. htmi . The former explicitly has
& scction an “Archiving,"”

The Center for Legislative Archives probably holds the kind of petitions in which Mr, Moyer is
interested. Researchers who are able to pinpoint file ciations can request electrastatic copies of
House and Senate records held by the Center, The charge is 50 cents per page, with minimuam mail
orders of S H.O0.

Unfortanately there is no single category fir petitions asking for amendments to the Copstitution, let
aione for amendments by the convention rotite,

The Center has much better sntellectual control over House records than over Senate records, For
House records, 1789-1946, therc is a 587-page Preliminary Inventory. In the back of that volume
there s an index. For Constitution-Amundment ef-Petitions, there are listings on pages 84, 1M, 1,
165, 167, 173, 180, 104, 207, 207, 253, 254, 260, 261, 208, 270, 284, 290, 324, 333, 334, 3534, 360,
367, 382, 387, 392, 307, 408, 413, 420, 431 and 437,

For a particular filc category, one would then need 1o go to the page in question. For page 84, from
the 24 Congress (1831-1835) under “(ther select comemittees,” there's sometteng for HR 24A-
G22.1. For page 437, fram the 79" Congiess (1945-1946), under petitions referred to the Commitiee
on the Judicitry there is a category for “constitutienal smendmemts™ under HIRTOA-HI.A.

Regretfully, afl such categorivs are far the generic request for amending the Constitution. Each

individual petition, within cach catepary, wauld need 1o be read to see if a particnlsr document
mentioned the convention process.
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I hope this information is of assistance. Should Mr. Mover seek further clarification, I would be
pleased to help. My address is: Rod Ross, Center for Legislative Archives — Room 205, National
Arxchives Building, Washington, DC 20408-0001, My direct phone number is 202-357-5253.

Sincerely,
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Rodney A. Ross
Center for Legislative Archives

NARA s web site is higp: Hwvaw, grehives.gov



